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NEW BEDFORD

Fire destroys barn,
motorcycle in
Fairhaven
A ﬁre that ofﬁcials believe
started from an electrical charger
destroyed a barn and its contents
on Sweeney Lane Saturday night.
Two engines and a ladder
truck responded to a 911 call to
ﬁnd ﬂames and small explosions
coming from the 30-by-30 barn,
which was used for storage.
Included in the barn was a Harley
Davidson motorcycle that was
being stored for the winter.
Wayne Oliveira, public information ofﬁcer for the Fairhaven Fire
Deptment, said the ﬁre is believed
to have started from an electrical
trickle charger that was plugged
into the motorcycle.
Neighboring homes on
Suzanne Way also received some
minor smoke and radiant heat
damage from the ﬂames.
Crews battled the heavy ﬂames
that burned for more than two
hours. Mutual aid was received
from Acushnet Fire and the New
Bedford Fire Departments. All
units left the scene at midnight.
No injures were reported from
the ﬁre but one ﬁreﬁghter was
transported to the St. Luke’s ER
for chest pain and is expected to
be released.
The owner of the property is
Diane Hurley of Fairhaven.

Truck ﬁlled with
bananas overturns
in Freetown
FREETOWN — The driver of
a truck carrying a full load of
bananas was transported to
Rhode Island Hospital for observation Sunday after his vehicle
rolled over on Exit 9 of Route 24 at
about 9 a.m., State Trooper Paul
Sullivan said.
The identity of the driver, a
58-year-old man from Providence, was not released. He was
conscious and alert at the scene,
Sullivan said.
The exit where the incident
occurred leads to Route 79 North
in Freetown, Sullivan said.
The ramp was closed for
about three hours while the truck
was righted and the scene was
cleared, Sullivan said.

US ambassador to
Portugal to speak
at UMass Lowell
LOWELL — The U.S. ambassador to Portugal will speak about
the relationship between the two
countries during a visit to the University of Massachusetts Lowell.
Robert Sherman’s visit on Tuesday will be presented by UMass
Lowell’s Saab-Pedroso Center for
Portuguese Culture and Research,
the International Relations Club
and the College of Fine Arts,
Humanities and Social Sciences.
Sherman was appointed as
ambassador in 2014. He promotes
economic development and trade
between the U.S. and Portugal,
particularly in the biotech and life
sciences sectors. He also works
to strengthen Portugal’s engagement in NATO.

Strip club dancer
arrested for bank
robbery

Carl Cruz welcomes the audience to the 16th annual Frederick Douglass community read-athon Sunday at the First Unitarian Church in New Bedford. PHOTOS BY DAVID W. OLIVEIRA/STANDARD-TIMES SPECIAL/SCMG

Readers
share
Douglass’
journey
By Sandy Quadros Bowles
sbowles@s-t.com

NEW BEDFORD — At the
end of his landmark autobiography, “The Narrative of the
Life of Frederick Douglass,
an American Slave written
by Himself (1845),’’ Douglass
writes that he is “sincerely
and earnestly hoping this
little book may do something
toward throwing light on the
American slave system.’’
That “little book’’ made
a big impact. One hundred
seventy one years later, his
words still resonate, including
in the city where he lived for
three years.
The story that helped end
slavery was read in its entirety
Sunday at the 16th annual
Frederick Douglass community read-athon held at the
First Unitarian Church.
Government officials,
middle school students and
members of the general public
read the book, each taking a
chapter or part of one. The
book relates Douglass’ harrowing experiences as a slave
and his escape to freedom in

COVENTRY, R.I — Authorities
say a dancer at a Providence
strip club has been arrested
in connection with a bank robbery for the second time in a
month.
Police say 27-year-old Shannon Sampson, of Cranston,
was apprehended Saturday at
the Warwick Mall.
She’s charged
in connection
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at a Citizens Bank branch in
Coventry.
Police say a woman entered
the bank around noon and

New Bedford.
His first job in the city was
working for the minister of
the then new church, making
it a fitting location for the
read-athon, said Carl J. Cruz,
chairman of the Frederick Douglass community
read-athon.
The readings included
starkly written passages of
slaves brutally killed for such
offenses as ignoring the cries
of a baby under their care. In
that case, a young girl of 15
or 16 was beaten with an oak
stick, breaking her nose and
breastbone and causing her
death.
Douglass writes that the
killing did produce “sensation’’ but “not enough
to bring the murderess to
punishment.’’
In later chapters, Douglass
shared his journey to New
Bedford, where he would
become one of the city’s bestknown and most-honored
residents.
He writes of the three years
in New Bedford, where he
sawed wood, shoveled coal,
swept chimneys and rolled oil

Readers follow along during the read-athon Sunday.

casks. “There was no work
too hard, none too dirty,’’ he
writes.
But while in New Bedford,
he embarked on the calling
that made him world famous.
While attending an anti-slavery convention in Nantucket,
he spoke of his experiences as
a slave. He was encouraged
by William Coffin, who heard
him speak in New Bedford
and encouraged him to bring
his message to Nantucket.
“I felt myself a slave, and
the idea of speaking to white
people weighed me down,’’ he
writes.
But he continued to speak
and write more books, including the one read Sunday,
and his words helped change
history.
Douglass has no known
family in New Bedford, Cruz
said, but he hopes to invite his
family living in the Washington, D.C. area to the 20th
annual event in four years.
—Follow Sandy Quadros Bowles on Twitter
at @SandyBowlesSCT

Readers follow along during the read-athon Sunday.
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