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Lesson One:  “Great African Americans Day” Living History Museum
                       Long Term Project
Teacher Name: Christine Battey                                                       
Lesson Duration:   Two to Four Weeks (Depending on level of students)                                  

	Lesson Standards:  CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes, speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
Materials:  Students need access to resource material either print or digital.  Students may dress appropriately the day of the event (pre-approved by school staff).  Examples:  an astronaut may dress up as an astronaut, President Obama or Martin Luther King may wear a suit, etc.  Err on the safe side of this issue- if in doubt, go without!  A student can just dress nicely and wear an oversized nametag to identify who he/she is portraying. Former slaves should be dressed nicely as the free men and women they became- they would want to be remembered in their finest hour!  


	Introduce

2.1 Teacher develops student understanding and master of lesson objectives.
	Lesson Objective:  “I can learn to research, write, and report on a famous African American in history.”

	Classroom Environment
2.7 Teacher maximizes instructional time.

2.8 Teacher creates a classroom culture of respect and collaboration.

2.9 Teacher sets high expectations for academic success.

	
	Anticipatory Set: “Have you ever wanted to be famous?  What special qualities help a person to become famous?  Here is your chance to find out!  Every year the United States dedicates an entire month to celebrate the accomplishments of African Americans.  This month is crowned by Martin Luther King Day.  Dr. Martin Luther King was an amazing man but there were other men and women who also worked tirelessly for equality for African Americans.  In many cases, just by becoming a successful businesswoman like Madame C. J. Walker or a brilliant scientist like George Washington Carver, they served as inspiring role models for future generations.  In this lesson you will get to choose a famous person of African American descent and research, write, and give a short report on that person.”   
	

	
	Connection to Prior Knowledge: Review Students can use multiple kinds of research materials both print and digital.  You can review where to find biographical material in your school’s media center.  Students should be supervised as they work on the computer to find online sources. Allow two to four weeks for this project depending on the level of your students. 

	

	Teach & Engage

2.2 Teacher demonstrates and clearly communicates content knowledge to students.

2.3 Teacher engages in academic content.

2.4 Teacher checks for understanding.

2.5 Teacher modifies instruction as needed.

2.6 Teacher develops higher levels of understanding through rigorous instruction and work.


	Teach: Input Hand out a list of famous African Americans.  Lists can be found online by entering the key words “Famous African Americans” into any search engine.  Don’t forget to include such names as Henry “Box” Brown, Frederick Douglass, John Thompson, Harriet Tubman, and other famous people from the 1800’s.  
Allow students one or two days to pick their person.  Allow them to list a first, second, and third choice on a piece of paper and turn it in.  Synthesize the lists and create a master list of who-is-who.  If someone does not get any of their choices allow them to pick someone remaining on the list.

You have two choices in the presentation of this project.  You can ask students to give a verbal, memorized report in the classroom for a grade OR you can do something really fun and amazing.  You and the other teachers in your grade can create a Living History Museum in your school gym for a couple of hours.  We have been doing this at Chapelwood Elementary for several years with the third grade.  The version we have had is called “Great Americans Day” but I think it would be just as amazing to do a version of this to celebrate the contributions of African Americans.   Students memorize a short biography they have written and then report it.  Students dress nicely, stand in the gym in rows, and then perform their speech (2-3 minutes) over and over as each new person comes down the row and presses a sticker on their shoulder representing a button.  Students wear nametags with the name of their famous American on it in neat handwriting.  Parents can be invited, other grades, etc.  For two or three hours history comes alive and students never forget the person they “were” for a day! 
Modifications:
ESL or Special Education:  Students are given a typed worksheet with blanks to fill out such as “Date of Birth, Date of Death, How many children did they have, etc.  Then the teacher can help the student form this into a short speech.  This is the modification available from our ESL department for “Great Americans Day.” (So not my original idea)  They may also need to keep a page in front of them to read from.
If several people want to be a certain person like Frederick Douglass, who lived a long, interesting life and made tremendous contributions to African American equality, several students could write their biographies of different stages of his life and then stand in a row like a Living Timeline.

	

	
	Model/Demonstrate (Include Check for Understanding)

Pick a famous African American and write a short biography with birth, significant milestones such as marriage, children, important events or influences, successes, failures that changed them or made them stronger, what they are famous for, and their death.
	

	
	Guided Practice (Include Check for Understanding) 

Allow students research time in the media center and the computer lab.  If the students have good independent skills, they can work on this at home and with their parents/guardians.  Speeches should be written in the first person.  “My name is ______ and I was born in 1818.” Allow time in class either in the Literacy Block or Social Studies Block towards the end of the project to practice for about 15 minutes a day with partners to help them memorize their speech.
Send out invitations to attendees one or two weeks in advance.  You can assign milestone days where students need to finish research and turn it in for a grade by a certain date, then turn in a rough draft, then a final draft, and then take a grade in the gym on the day of the event when they perform their speech.  
Be sure and have students bring in their clothes a day ahead of time so that you can audit what they are wearing.  If it is not respectful or inappropriate they should be asked to just wear nice clothes with a name on their nametag of their famous African American.  All speeches should be delivered in their normal speaking voices.  You can also hand out nametags with the names of the famous person written clearly and legibly for attendees to read.  (We do this at our school and it makes it easier for attendees to identify who in history you are.)
The day before, you need to do a rehearsal so that each student knows where to stand and has a chance to practice.  Students can take turns pretending to be attendees and walking down the aisles, listening to the speeches.  
The day of the event:
Ask a volunteer or another teacher to help you keep track of your students- develop a special signal for a restroom or water break or have pre-arranged 5 minute breaks.  You could also have 10 minute breaks for your students to alternate going around and listening to what the other students have prepared for their speeches.
	

	
	Closure/Summarization  Don’t forget to assign a parent or staff member to take plenty of pictures!  Thank everyone for participating.
 
	

	
	Independent Practice (Include Check for Understanding)  Ask students to write a reflection piece about the project and the event.  What went well?  
What could be changed?  
What was their favorite famous person (besides themselves) and why?  What was the most important thing they learned about their famous African American?

	

	
	Assessment You can assign milestone days where students need to finish research and turn it in for a grade by a certain date, then turn in a rough draft, then a final draft, and then take a grade in the gym on the day of the event when they perform their speech.  
Students can turn in their final reflection for a grade and it can also serve as an evaluation for the teachers to shape next year’s event.

	

	
	
	

	General Comments:  




