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Lesson Four:  Narrative of The Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave
                      Prefixes and Suffixes

Teacher Name: Christine Battey                                                         
Lesson Duration:    1 Hour                                 

	Lesson Standards: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  
CCSS.ELA- Literacy.L.4.4c Consult reference materials (e.g. dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.
Materials: A prefix/suffix guide such as The Reading Teacher’s BOOK OF LISTS, 5th Edition, by Edward Fry, Ph.D., and Jacqueline E. Kress, Ph.D. or whatever resource the school has provided.  Black board, white board, or computer board and writing implements.  Pencils and paper.  Dictionaries (print or digital). A handout of the word list and prefix/suffix list for every student. 


	Introduce

2.1 Teacher develops student understanding and master of lesson objectives.
	Lesson Objective: “I can learn to use root words, prefixes and suffixes to decode the meanings of unfamiliar words.”

	Classroom Environment
2.7 Teacher maximizes instructional time.

2.8 Teacher creates a classroom culture of respect and collaboration.

2.9 Teacher sets high expectations for academic success.

	
	Anticipatory Set: “Some words that we use or read seem very familiar but can have a totally different meaning just by adding or subtracting a few letters!  Watch me plug in this device. (Plug something into the wall.)  Now watch me unplug this device.  (Unplug the device.)  By adding just two letters to the word “plug,” I can completely change the meaning of the word.”  Write the words on the board for students to compare.   
	

	
	Connection to Prior Knowledge: Review 
Copy an entire definition (or have one pre-prepared) onto the board.  Review how to read a definition.  
Talk about the parts of speech, multiple meanings, and related words that have prefixes and suffixes.  
Ask students to notice one thing about the definition and share it with the person sitting next to them.  
Give students 30 seconds to do this and redirect their attention back to the lesson.

	

	Teach & Engage

2.2 Teacher demonstrates and clearly communicates content knowledge to students.

2.3 Teacher engages in academic content.

2.4 Teacher checks for understanding.

2.5 Teacher modifies instruction as needed.

2.6 Teacher develops higher levels of understanding through rigorous instruction and work.


	Teach: Input “Today we are going to look at a list of words from a reading selection by Frederick Douglass.  We are going to study some of the words with prefixes and suffixes so that when we read the selection in another lesson, we are able to better understand the text.”  Distribute handouts.  “One page I have given you is a list of words.  The other page is a list of prefixes and suffixes.  A prefix is a group of letters added to the beginning of a word to change its meaning and a suffix is a group of letters added to the end of a word to change its meaning. “


	

	
	Model/Demonstrate (Include Check for Understanding)

“I am going to ask you to look at the page that lists prefixes and suffixes and use it to hunt for those combinations of letters on the vocabulary list.  When you find one, underline that part of the word.  For example:”

(Write the word “decode” on the board.)

“I would look on my prefix/suffix page and find the letters de- .  I would then underline those two letters in the word.”  (Underline those letters on the board.)  “Then I will write the meaning of the prefix and copy the identified ‘root word.’  The root word is the word we have once we remove any prefixes and suffixes. If you look on that page, you will see that the prefix de- can mean ‘opposite.’  So if we rewrite the word decode as “opposite of a code” what do you think the meaning of the word will be?”  
Ask a student to look up the definition of the word “code” and write it on the board.   
Ask another student to look up the word “decode” and write it next to the other definition.  
Compare and contrast the two definitions.   If you think the students need a second example, use the word rewrite.  
Explain that some root words are in another language, that American English contains a lot of words from other countries.
	

	
	Guided Practice (Include Check for Understanding) 

Ask students to underline prefixes and suffixes. 
Give them 5-7 minutes.  
Then, quickly go over the correct answers by calling on students at random or if their hand is up.  
Next, ask students to identify the root word and circle it.  
Ask students with last names that begin with A-M to look up the first 5 words and students with last names from N-Z to look up the last 5 words on the list.  
Provide them with dictionaries.  
Walk around and check for understanding.  
Give students 15-20 minutes.  
Pick students to read the definition of the root word and the word with the prefixes/suffixes.  
Compare and contrast the meanings. 
	

	
	Closure/Summarization  “By learning about prefixes and suffixes, we can decode words even if we have not seen the word before.”  
 
	

	
	Independent Practice (Include Check for Understanding)  Ask students to write a sentence with each of the 10 words for homework. 

	

	
	Assessment  

Class participation grade is taken- instructor walks around during activity and checks that students have 5 definitions on their paper.  Independent practice sentences are graded.

	


