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Lesson Six:  Narrative of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave
                    By Frederick Douglass
                    Definitions or Synonyms to Decode Text and Themes 

Teacher Name: Christine Battey                                                         
Lesson Duration:    1 Hour                               

	Lesson Standards: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.4a Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text.

Materials: Students need their vocabulary papers from the last two lessons.  Handouts of an excerpt Frederick Douglass’ Narrative of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave.  Words have been removed and replaced in parentheses to provide an age appropriate reading of an original source document.  

Some sort of viewing device, document camera and projector, computer board, overhead, etc.  Writing implements for above device. Copies of vocabulary.  Pencils for students.    



	Introduce

2.1 Teacher develops student understanding and master of lesson objectives.
	Lesson Objective: “I can learn to refer to definitions or look up synonyms to decode text.”

“I can learn to identify themes in a reading selection.” 

	Classroom Environment
2.7 Teacher maximizes instructional time.

2.8 Teacher creates a classroom culture of respect and collaboration.

2.9 Teacher sets high expectations for academic success.

	
	Anticipatory Set:  “Think about your favorite fairytale or story.  Many stories have special messages that the author develops over the length of the text.”  
Pick a student to name a story that most people might be familiar with.  Beauty and the Beast, Cinderella, etc. 
Ask students what the special message or theme of story was.  (Beauty looks past the Beast’s appearance and personality to find the good person that is underneath.  Inner beauty is more important than outer beauty.)  “I want you to think about a special message that Frederick Douglass is trying to tell us over the course of this narrative from his childhood.  This is NOT a fairytale.  It is a real set of events from his childhood.”
	

	
	Connection to Prior Knowledge: Review 
The instructor reminds students about the vocabulary and synonyms from the previous two lessons and asks students to have them out on their desks.  
The instructor hands out the copies of the other groups’ work from the last lesson.  
	

	Teach & Engage

2.2 Teacher demonstrates and clearly communicates content knowledge to students.

2.3 Teacher engages in academic content.

2.4 Teacher checks for understanding.

2.5 Teacher modifies instruction as needed.

2.6 Teacher develops higher levels of understanding through rigorous instruction and work.


	Teach: Input  
The instructor passes out handout of the Frederick Douglass narrative.  The instructor reads aloud the entire selection so that students are not asked to read text that they have not seen before.  
The instructor asks students to form the same group that they were in yesterday.  
	

	
	Model/Demonstrate (Include Check for Understanding)

The instructor reads aloud the first part of the narrative again and this time stops at each underlined vocabulary word.  
The instructor asks students what the meaning is and calls on a volunteer each time.  
The instructor asks one student to read their synonyms and asks them to think about the context of the story and pick the best one.  
The instructor asks students to copy the answers down on their own papers.  Students write the synonym underneath the vocabulary word.
	

	
	Guided Practice (Include Check for Understanding) 

The instructor releases groups to complete the reading and write down synonyms for the rest of the words on the paper.  
The students are then asked to read the selection in their group from beginning to end and substitute the synonym for the vocabulary word.  In this way they can perhaps have a better grasp on decoding the meaning of each sentence.  
The students are then asked to be looking for a theme.   
The instructor walks around and monitors participation, tweaks word choices, and modifies pronunciations.  
	

	
	Closure/Summarization  
The instructor asks students to write down one idea for a theme from the reading on the back of their papers and keep everything in their folders for tomorrow’s discussion.
	

	
	Independent Practice (Include Check for Understanding)  

The instructor asks students to write a page or less about the theme or themes in the special fairytale or other movie or book that they thought about in the beginning of the lesson.  
The student will turn this in to determine general understanding of the concept.

	

	
	Assessment

The instructor can take a grade for participation or on the brief writing assignment that is turned in.

	

	
	
	

	General Comments:  




