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Lesson Seven:  Narrative of The Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave
                        By Frederick Douglass
                        Themes and Historical Context Day 1
Teacher Name: Christine Battey                                                         
Lesson Duration:    1 Hour                               

	Lesson Standards: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.

Materials: Document camera and projector, computer board, overhead- some sort of viewing device.  Instructor’s copies of the narrative.  Writing implements.  Use a white or black board or some chart paper to create a large KWL chart.  Sticky-notes.  Students need to retrieve the materials they used yesterday from their folders: vocabulary papers, Frederick Douglass’ Narrative of a Frederick Douglass, An American Slave handouts, pencils and lined paper.



	Introduce

2.1 Teacher develops student understanding and master of lesson objectives.
	Lesson Objective: “I can learn to identify themes in informational texts such as Frederick Douglass’  Narrative of  Frederick Douglass, An American Slave.”
“I can learn to explain events and concepts in an historical text, what happens and why, based on information I read in the text.”  

	Classroom Environment
2.7 Teacher maximizes instructional time.

2.8 Teacher creates a classroom culture of respect and collaboration.

2.9 Teacher sets high expectations for academic success.

	
	Anticipatory Set:  
Post a KWL Chart (Know, Want-to Learn, and Learned-in-the-Lesson sections).  
Ask students what they know about Frederick Douglass, slavery, and the Civil War.  
Hand out two sticky notes to each student.  
Ask each student to write something they know on one sticky-note and then go and stick it on the “Know” section of the chart.  
Next, ask students to write a question down that they have about one of the above topics.  
Then ask them to stick the question in the column of “Want-to-learn.” Read some of the sticky-notes in each column.  
Share them with the class.      
	

	
	Connection to Prior Knowledge: Review 
Remind students of the topic of themes from yesterday’s lesson.  Review the definition.  
Pick several students to read their ideas for a theme from the reading they completed with their group yesterday.  
Do not approve or deny their ideas but just say mysteriously to hold these ideas in the back of their minds while the class discusses the text.

	

	Teach & Engage

2.2 Teacher demonstrates and clearly communicates content knowledge to students.

2.3 Teacher engages in academic content.

2.4 Teacher checks for understanding.

2.5 Teacher modifies instruction as needed.

2.6 Teacher develops higher levels of understanding through rigorous instruction and work.


	Teach: Input “Today we are going to continue to look at what themes are present in the text.  What are the messages Frederick Douglass tries to get across to us, the readers?  We are going to read the text one more time to aid comprehension. You have a choice, you can attempt to use the original word – or you can substitute the new synonym on the line underneath.“ 
The instructor begins by reading the first section.  
Students follow along and can use supporting materials if they forget the meaning of a word.  
The instructor asks for volunteers to read after that.  

Students and instructor use the following discussion questions :

1. Why did Frederick Douglass spend time at the beginning talking about how gentle and nice his Master’s wife was?

2. Why was his Master so angry?
3. What are the reasons Captain Auld gives for not allowing Frederick to read?
4. What does Frederick determine to do at this moment when he is about 6 years old- he refers to this as the turning point of his entire life!
5. At the end he gives thanks to the actions of his Master’s wife AND his Master even though he has been mean.  Why is he thankful to BOTH of them? 

	

	
	Model/Demonstrate (Include Check for Understanding)

Ask students about the underlying messages.  
Ask if anyone is ready to formulate a theme.  
If not, or if they still are unsure write these up on the board or whatever surface is being used for instruction.
1. Young Frederick Douglass is being treated well, like a human being at first.  Then his Master lowers his status back down to that of a slave by preventing this good treatment and education. Frederick believes that human beings have basic human rights. 
2. Frederick Douglass realizes at 6 years old that his Master is preventing his education to keep him from building up his intelligence and his knowledge of the world.  This will make him aware that he has potential and opportunity as a human beyond slavery. He determines at this moment to learn to read at any cost.  Education is the key to freedom and success.
	

	
	Guided Practice (Include Check for Understanding) 

Read the next part of the narrative out loud.  
Ask students to pick a partner and partner read the next segment in the story.  
Give out the pre-scaffolded handouts.  
Ask students to read them out loud to each other.  They can attempt the original underlined word or read the synonym provided.  
Ask students to work with their partner to identify a third theme that runs through the first reading and the second reading.
	

	
	Closure/Summarization  
“This text that Frederick Douglass wrote is difficult for our class to read.  Do you think he succeeded in his goal to educate himself?”

Hand out 1 sticky-note to each student.  

“Please write one thing you learned about Frederick Douglass on your sticky-note.  Then place them on the KWL chart in the column that says ‘Learned-in-the-Lesson.’”  
Invite some students to share what they learned.
 
	

	
	Independent Practice (Include Check for Understanding)  
Ask students to write a paragraph about the theme they have found using at least three supporting details from the two texts.  
Collect the papers and read them to do a check for understanding.

	

	
	Assessment

Students can be assessed on class participation and the paragraphs that were collected.

	

	
	
	

	General Comments:  




