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 Teacher Lesson Design Form

Lesson Nine:  The Life of John Thompson, a Fugitive Slave, by John Thompson
Teacher Name: Christine Battey                                                         
Lesson Duration:     1 Hour    This Lesson Could Be Stretched Over 2 Days                          

	Lesson Standards: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.2 Determine the theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text.
Materials:  Document camera and projector, computer board, or overhead- some sort of viewing device.  Instructor’s copies of the narrative.  Writing implements.  Students need to retrieve the materials they used yesterday from their folders: theme papers, pencils and paper. The Life of John Thompson, a Fugitive Slave, handouts.



	Introduce

2.1 Teacher develops student understanding and master of lesson objectives.
	Lesson Objective: “I can learn to identify themes in informational texts such as The Life of John Thompson, a Fugitive Slave.”
“I can learn to compare and contrast similar themes and topics and patterns of events between two texts.”


	Classroom Environment
2.7 Teacher maximizes instructional time.

2.8 Teacher creates a classroom culture of respect and collaboration.

2.9 Teacher sets high expectations for academic success.

	
	Anticipatory Set: “Imagine it is against the law for you to learn how to read.  What strategies could you use to learn- who could you trust to help you? What technology could be used that we have available today?  Turn to the person next to you and take turns talking about your ideas.”  
Pick a few students to share some of their ideas after about 3-4 minutes.  
	

	
	Connection to Prior Knowledge: Review 
Ask students to take out their folders with all of their unit materials and retrieve the 3 themes from the Frederick Douglass Selections and the new selection, The Life of John Thompson, a Fugitive Slave handouts.  Reread the themes quickly out loud.

	

	Teach & Engage

2.2 Teacher demonstrates and clearly communicates content knowledge to students.

2.3 Teacher engages in academic content.

2.4 Teacher checks for understanding.

2.5 Teacher modifies instruction as needed.

2.6 Teacher develops higher levels of understanding through rigorous instruction and work.


	Teach: Input “I want you to think about these three themes while I read the new selection The Life of John Thompson, a Fugitive Slave out loud.”  

Read the entire selection.

Use the following discussion questions:

1. Henry was eight years old at the start of the text.  What did the adults expect him to be doing everyday?  (working, carrying Henry and his sister’s lunch to school)  What was Henry and his sister expected to be doing?  (attending school and learning, playing with friends)
2. When Henry offers to teach John how to read, both boys know that it is against the rules and that it would make Henry’s uncle forbid it.  What do we find out later about Henry and his relationship with his uncle and cousin?  Why does he promise to keep the secret?  (Henry feels no loyalty to his rich relatives.  Henry’s uncle and cousin treat Henry’s family poorly.  His mother is a widow fallen on hard times and is living with rich relatives- the owners of the plantation.  His cousin looks down on him and treats him like he is not good enough to even sit at the same table he eats at.)
3. How does John Thompson feel about Henry?  
4. What happens to Henry when he is older? (He has a successful business.) 
Ask students:
“What are some of the themes you and your partners found yesterday?”

Ask for volunteers to read their theme.  
Then ask them what details supported that theme in the text.

1. The worth of a person is based on their actions (Henry) not their parents’ money (Henry’s cousin).

2. If you are a good person and treat others well, life will reward you and make you successful.

3. The value of an education.  

	

	
	Model/Demonstrate (Include Check for Understanding)

Draw some overlapping circles on the board to create a Compare and Contrast chart.  
Label one side “Henry” and one side “John Wagar, Henry’s Cousin.”
Pick students to help you fill in the chart with what was the same and what was different.


	

	
	Guided Practice (Include Check for Understanding) 

Ask students to get out a piece of paper and make a Compare and Contrast chart of their own.  
Label one side Frederick Douglass and the other side John Thompson.  The overlapping part in the center is for what was the same in both their stories.  The two parts of the circles that don’t overlap should list parts of their stories that were different.  

Ask students to form groups of 4 to complete the task.  Each student will turn in a paper but they can work as a group to find details to list. 
Students turn in papers for credit.  
	

	
	Closure/Summarization  “When John Thompson grew up, he escaped and traveled north to the town of New Bedford, Massachusetts.  New Bedford was a place where escaped slaves were protected from slave-catchers.  Slave-catchers were bounty hunters that would catch escaped slaves and return them to their owners for a large amount of money.  Many New Bedford citizens were Quakers and Free African Americans- both of whom were violently opposed to slavery.  John, like many escaped slaves, was worried about the slave-catchers but also wanted to work and make a living.  John Thompson signed up to go to sea on a whaling vessel.  These ships would stay at sea hunting whales for sometimes 4 years.  This was long enough for the slave-catchers to give up hunting the escaped slaves.”(Sources:  Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave, by Frederick Douglass; and The Life of John Thompson, a Fugitive Slave, by John Thompson.)
“From the chart that you just completed, Frederick Douglass and John Thompson have many things in common.  They have more in common than you know- Frederick Douglass also escaped north and ended up in the town of New Bedford, Massachusetts.  The reading selection we begin tomorrow describes Frederick’s delight when he first arrives in this busy seaport and experiences freedom for the first time.” 
 
	

	
	Independent Practice (Include Check for Understanding)  
Students are asked to summarize the reading from yesterday and today.  Write one paragraph to summarize the text. 

Students turn the paragraph in for credit.  It must have an introduction, supporting details, and a conclusion. 

	

	
	Assessment Students can be assessed on classroom participation in the discussion and activities, the Compare and Contrast chart, and/or the summarization paragraph.

	

	.


	 Enrichment:  “Pick one of the three themes we identified earlier.  Is it still true today?  Think of a story or something in the news or even a movie where you have seen this theme in modern times.  Write a paragraph or several paragraphs about the people or characters involved.  (An example could be Cinderella.  She is a good person and at the end of the story, life rewards her instead of her mean stepsisters.)
Students turn in for credit –must have an introduction, supporting details, and a conclusion. 

 
	

	
	
	

	General Comments:  




