Lesson Theme/Title:
Sailing to Freedom: The Role of the Maritime Industry in the Underground Railroad










Grade Level:
8th Grade American History







Alignment with Massachusetts curriculum Frameworks:

USI.29 Describe the rapid growth of slavery in the South after 1800 and analyze slave life and resistance on plantations and farms across the South, as well as the impact of the cotton gin on the economics of slavery and Southern agriculture. (H) 

USI.31 Describe the formation of the abolitionist movement, the roles of various abolitionists, and the response of southerners and northerners to abolitionism. (H)

Alignment with Common Core Standards:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.7 Integrate Visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
Lesson Objectives/Outcomes:
· Students will understand what factors contributed to the development and growth of slavery in the United States and the impact on the lives of African Americans.

· Students will understand the role of the Maritime Industry on helping enslaved African Americans escape to freedom as part of the Underground Railroad Network.
Unit Overview:

This unit is designed to be 5 days long, with each day focusing on a different element of slavery in North America and/or the Underground Railroad.  Though the topic of this unit merits more time, the realities of the amount of content in the 8th grade curriculum are a constraint.
Day 1-Slavery in North America



Day 2-The Abolition Movement and the Underground Railroad


Day 3-Sailing to Freedom, New Bedford and the Underground Railroad


Day 4-Escape and Self Empowerment of African Americans


Day 5-Modern Day Connections

Day One: Slavery in North America

Opening Activity-Slave Ship Visualization based on the story of Olaudah Equiano.
Activity-Power Point on the Slave Trade in North America

Concluding Activity-Reading Excerpt with focus questions based on the book: From Slave Ship to Freedom Road, by Julius Lester and artwork by Rod Brown.

Day Two: The Abolition Movement and the Underground Railroad

Opening Activity-Group brainstorm of ideas and images that come to mind when hear the words abolition and/or the Underground Railroad

Activity-Utilize brainstorm to discuss some of the myths and folklore of the Underground Railroad such as images and songs of which students may have prior knowledge using PowerPoint (e.g. “Follow the Drinking Gourd, slave quilts, moss on trees, etc.).  Stop at Activity: Mapping Runaway Slave slide.
Pass out to students the four runaway slave advertisements published in the Maryland Gazette as well the outline map of Maryland counties.  Have students complete the Activities listed on the Map Activity Worksheet. 
Continue PowerPoint connecting the role of waterways to the success of the Underground Railroad.

Concluding Activity- Have students write a brief paragraph analyzing why a water passage escape would be more likely to succeed.
Day Three: New Bedford and the Underground Railroad
Opening Activity-Watch brief video introducing Whaling: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2nFdqCr0A1A.  As students watch the film, have them brainstorm a list of the jobs that would be required to conduct a whaling voyage.
Activity-Have students access the 1838 New Bedford City Directory at: http://www.whalingcity.net/city_dir_1838.html As they peruse the directory, have them search for jobs they identified in the brainstorm and any other jobs they notice that would be necessary. Have students closely study page 77 of the directory.  Point out the entry for Nathan Johnson. Have students notice the c. next to his name.  Ask students what they think it means.  Explain to students that it indicates a person of color and have them go back over the directory.  Notice the jobs filled by people of color. 
Concluding Activity-Pass out excerpts from Herman Melville’s Moby Dick and Frederick Douglass’s Narrative.  Have them complete the Reading Question Worksheet for homework.
Day Four:  Self Empowerment 

Opening Activity- Show image of the Emancipation Memorial.  Have students describe what is being shown.  Discuss the idea of Abraham Lincoln as the “Great Emancipator.” 
Have students read excerpt of Abraham Lincoln’s 1858 senatorial debate with Stephen Douglas. Have student reflect on Abraham Lincoln’s views.
Activity-Place students into groups of three and give each of the students one of the following excerpts to read.  Students should complete the reading questions as they read the passages.  After each student has read their excerpt, they should discuss with their group the details of the narrative excerpt.  These three passages were chosen because they highlight three important developments.
· Chapter III of The Life of John Thompson, a Fugitive Slave. In this vivid and disturbing chapter, Thompson details some of the cruelties he saw as a young slave.  

· Selected passages from The Narrative of William W. Brown, a Fugitive Slave. The selected passages detail the difficulty Brown had deciding to escape because of his family connections.  It details the factors that led to his heartrending decision.

· Chapter XVI of The Life of John Thompson, a Fugitive Slave. This passage was chosen because it illustrates how the role New Bedford played in providing opportunities for fugitive slaves.  The experiences of Thompson in chapter 16 could also be contrasted with his experiences as a slave in chapter 3.

Concluding Activity-Have students sketch a different version of a statue honoring emancipation.
Day 5: Is Slavery Over?
Opening Activity-African American Statistics Slides

Activity-Read Chaga and the Chocolate Factory, found at http://www.tradeaid.org.nz/Education%20docs/Chaga.pdf , to the students.  Have them visualize the story as it is read to them.  
After reading the story, break the class up into groups of 4-5 students.  Have each group choose 1 “scene” that they heard in the story and create a tableau of that scene. Once one group chooses a scene, another group may not use it. 

 In the tableau, students utilize their bodies to wordlessly portray one of the scenes.  They should be given 5 to 10 minutes to plan and practice their visual depiction. 

Once the time is over, call one group at a time to the front. The teacher should say, “One, two, three, freeze,” and the group should assume their tableau.  The rest of the class should try to figure out what scene is being depicted.

Concluding Activity-Have students answer the question, “How does slavery affect us today?” in a brief paragraph.
